montreal: a people’s present.
abc poster series

al blair

These posters were presented during the Art in Action exhibition as part of Study in Action
2012, Montreal. To view the series online, go to http://www.abcposters.wordpress.com

Inspired by Justseeds’ fantastic People’s History posters, this poster series pays tribute
to Montreal’s present.

Feeling ill-equipped as a relative newcomer to Montreal from small-town Quebec,
without sufficient time to research adequately, I found it difficult to represent mo-
ments of Montreal’s past or history in ink. However, depicting aspects of its present,
many of which I have become personally interested and invested in seems more of a
tangible task.

These posters are anchored in the present moment- often referring to events that oc-

cured within the past three years. They are contemporary illustrations of struggles that
are rooted in Montreal’s past, and will soon become part of Montreal’s people’s history.
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Youth Incarceration
Canada incarcerates more convicted youth than almost any similarly industrialized country.
'"Tough-on-crime’ legislation will only continue to expand the crimes for which youth can be
incarcerated and the amount of time they can spend in custody - resulting in more kids aged 12

to 17 ending up in lock down.  However, studies show time and time again that incarceration

reduces young people's likelihood of getting a job once they get out, and increases their

likelihood of recidivism. The answer is not to build more prisons, but to focus on education, (re)

integration, accountability, and support.

Montreal houses many
youth detention centres -
especially in the West
Island and on the North
Shore. Many of these
facilities are lock-down
units where youth are
under 24/7 supervision.

They are prisons.




Gentrification Past
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Before houses were demolished, crews of city employees and urban planners
drove through neighbourhoods with numbered signs. They would take pictures
in front of and inside people’ homes with these numbers, thus cataloguing and
marking those that would soon be destroyed. —

Often residents were not aware of the significance of these men and their T ==\
numbers—they smiled, thinking it was just a picture. The numbers foreshadowed a
violent, selective, class-biased erasure. ABCPOSTERS
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Gentrification Presen
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Police Killings in Montreal

In January 6th 2012, Farshad Mohammadi was
shot and Killed by police officers of the SPVM in
Bonaventure metro station.

Weeks later, another man shot and killed by
montreal police,

The list of victims of police brutality in Montreal
is endless. Since 1987, it is believed that over 80
people have died at the hands of the Montreal
police, including while in police custody.

In most cases, justice is no where to be found.

For a thoughful analysis of police brutality in Montreal, consult
Samir Shaheen-Hussain, Robyn Maynard, and Anne-Marie Gallant's
article at Montreal MediaCoop.ca: “The Police Killing of Farshad
Mohammadi: Expasing the Root Causes” (January 21, 2011)

Incidents involving the serious injury or death of a
civilian at the hands of police are generally
investigated by another police force.

This method of investigation is biased towards police
solidarity. Criminal charges have been laid against
officers only three times since 1999, with at least two
of the trials resulting in acquittals.

In late 2011.the Quebec Public Security Minister
introduced Bill 46, which would allow for civilian
oversight of investigations. However, Bill 46 does not
ensure that the reports of investigations be
necessarily made public. This is a serious flaw.
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The Criminalization of Sex Work in Montreal

Prostitution is not, and never has been, illegal in Canada but the majority of activities that surround it are. Here are some of the
laws in the Canadian Criminal Code that criminalize sex work:

ARTICLE Z10: The act of aperating or being found in a "bawdy house” (a place maintained, occupied by, or visited by one
or more persons with the objective of prostitution or of committing indecent acts). This forbids sex workers from
: working in their home or in a safe apartment rented for the purposes of sex work.

During the week of

December (M sex workers
and their allies stage
B _ actions and vigils tn raise
%r p;;ﬂl; note: in m';:-[ awarenass sbout vinlence
0, tarin Superior that is commuonly committed
struck down these laws, claiming egainst sex workers. In
that they are endangering the lives Montreal, Stella organizes
::h:l;‘:n!;: appeal was s Red Umbrella march.
government, and now all are waiting Stella is & community
group
for the Ontario Court of Appeal to greated and run by sex
make its ruling sametime in 2012, warkers end ex-sex
rkers. Visi
There is hope that, if successful, w:nchﬁwﬁi'g
the campaign to strike down these ' '
laws on @ naticnal level would
significantly improve the working
conditions of sex works across
Canada.

Lintil then, violence against sex workers is a reality that plays out on a daily besis. Each day sex workers are criminalized, incarcerated and denied the right

tn protection from violence. The violence of this repression is lived disproportionately by women working and living on the strest, espacially racialized women,
transsexual women and other trans people.
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Growing Food in Montreal

Owning or having access to any size of land in a city such as Montreal is a huge privilege. Every inch of the city
falls under zoning regulation, and almost every parcel of land is developed and privately owned. Once stolen
from indigenous hands, Montreal's land base is still relatively inaccessible to those who wish to eultivate resources
directly from its soil.

H despite barriers and legal restrictions, people all over the city have transh 1 back yards, sidewalks,
streets, und rools, balconies, school yards, and parking lots into living, bountiful gardens.

Be they icipally, collectively, or individually run, these gardens feed th Jocer bellies every
growing season. [f yon have the time, resources, and ability to sew, weed. and water, then growing your own food
in the city is much cheaper than buying it at the grocery store. Gardening is also a social process where skill-
eﬁm&ammudﬁm&}qn’nﬂb&atiﬂl&nu

In the past few years,

the City of Montreal
=S has closed down
many of its
community gardens
due to fears of soil

contamination.

Tllese measures hﬂ\’?
been met with
oppaosition from
scientists and

community members
who know that

closing down gardens
is not the only

solution.

- Raised beds, for

F instance, would avoid

| plan ts contact with

j contaminated soil,

nnd awareness

campaigns about the
washing of lealy
vege*a]:lea wonld

:Z difference.

Fear of soil
contamination will not stop
Montreal's urban gardeners - nor will

the city'’s bylaws.

Every year, communities continue their struggle
for access to land. R@oentlu. there has even been an increase in
pressure placed on municipal officials to reconsider bylaws regarding

the ban ning of chickens and hnnmj bees within city limits.
The world of urban gardenign in Montreal is still filled with exciting potential!
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