queers come out in solidarity with palestine
g-team

don’t buy into the exceptionalism

Queer solidarity with Palestine stems from opposition to all
violent and oppressive settler colonial states that appropriate
gay rights to further their expansionist agendas. We see how
the state and its institutions can be presented as progressive,
liberal and democratic; yet continuing to dispossess, dominate
and control the parts of the population it deems threatening to
its own existence.

gay tourism

In 2010 the marketing budget for attracting gay tourists to Tel
Aviv is to increase ten times over. In promoting tourism in Is-
rael, the occupier state is represented as a “Westernized, liberal
oasis in the Middle East” where “liberated gay men can enjoy
the nightlife at one of Tel Avivs gay bars” (quoted from 7he
Advocate, 2007). Who exactly is ‘liberated” in Tel Aviv? Israel
isn’t exactly an oasis for Palestinians. Through racist claims like
“Israel’s progressive policies continue to shine like a gay jewel in
the Middle Eastern rough” (again, The Advocate, 2008), mili-
tary aggression and occupation find another avenue to be justi-
fied through: that of ‘gay liberation’. We reject gay rights being
used as state propaganda.
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world pride

The World Pride parade was scheduled for Jerusalem in August
2006, but was canceled because the Israeli government couldn’t
provide security — there weren't enough soldiers as it coincided
with the Israel-Lebanon war. The event was going to be used
for the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs to hide the govern-
ments war crimes behind a rainbow flag. The slogan of the
World Pride Parade was ‘Love Without Borders’. A queer poli-
tic without borders should denounce occupation and military
aggression, racially-defined citizenship; and most especially the
apartheid wall!

gay rights vs. hbuman rights

To an extent, Israel “legally enshrines the rights of gay people,”
but it enshrines only some rights for some gay people. Palestin-
ians living in Israel — whatever their sexual orientation — face
state sanctioned, everyday discrimination and racial profiling in
all areas of life, from courtrooms, to hospitals, to universities,
to the streets in Tel-Aviv lined with the hippest, gayest clubs.
Hundreds of Palestinian queers live illegally in Israel without
access to employment or health care, under constant threat
of deportation. For Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza,
their legally enshrined ‘rights’ from the state of Israel include
restricted freedom of movement, routine human rights abuses,
detentions, checkpoints, and bombing campaigns.
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freedom of movement, routine human rights abuses, detentions,
checkpoints, and bombing campaigns.

There is a vibrant, organized community of queer Palestinians
with whom we can stand in solidarity, just as we work to stand in
solidarity with anti-colonial struggles everywhere. We recognize
that homophobia exists in Israel, Palestine, and across all borders.
Queer Palestinians face the additional challenge of living under
occupation, subject to Israeli state violence and control. Israel’s
apartheid system extends gay rights only to some, based on race.

THERE IS NO PRIDE IN APARTHEID

qteam is a radical queer collective that aims to address the in-
tersections of oppressions and consciously unsubscribe from the
corporate versions of queerness that devalue diverse queer realities.
(March 2010). www.qteam.org ®
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convergence 1

les queers sortent en solidarité avec la palestine
q—tmm

ne tombez pas dans le panneau de lexceptionnalisme

Les politiques des queers radicaux en solidarité avec la Palestine
proviennent d’une opposition a tout état colonial violent et op-
presseur qui s'approprient les droits des gais pour étendre son
agenda expansionniste. Nous voyons comment cet état et ses
institutions sont présentés comme progressistes, libéraux et dé-
mocratiques alors qU’ils continuent de déposséder, dominer et
contrdler les parties de la population qu’il considére un danger

pour sa propre existence.

tourisme gai

En faisant la promotion du tourisme en Israél, I'état occupant
est représenté comme un “oasis occidental libéral au Moyen-
Orient” ol “les hommes gais libérés peuvent apprécier le night-
life & un des bars gais de Tel Aviv” (citation librement traduite
de The Advocate, 2007), Les politiques radicales queers veulent
davantage que des bars gais — et elles ne sont pas libérales. Par
des commentaires racistes du genre “les politiques progressistes
d’Israél continuent de briller comme un bijou gai dans le rude
Moyen-Orient” (encore une fois librement traduit de 7he Ad-
vocate, 2008), les agressions militaires et 'occupation du ter-
ritoire trouvent de nouvelles avenues pour se justifier: celle de
la libération des gais. Nous rejetons les droits des gais comme
propagande d’état.
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